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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-47 and 56-58 are drawn to an incentive program, classified in class 705 
subclass 14. 

II. Claims 48-55 are drawn to determining an attribute user, classified in class 705 
subclass 1 . 

Inventions I, II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed in invention II does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed in invention I such as a benefit. 

Examiner notes that is would be a burden to search multiple inventions given their 
separate status in the art as noted above. 

The requirement is deemed proper and therefore made FINAL. 

Via paper filed on September 7, 2007 a provisional election was made without traverse to 
prosecute the of Invention I, claims 1-47 and 56-58. Affirmation of this election must be made 
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by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 48-55 are withdrawn from farther 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

STATUS 

Claims 1-47, 56-58 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-47, 56-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stefik in view of Kenner et al. (US Patent 5,956,716) 

As per claim 1, 

Stefik ( ; 403) discloses a method for establishing a distribution network, comprising: 
establishing a first distributor of content capable of distributing said content; (Abstract, 

Figure 2 [feature of the master repository]) 

providing a first benefit to said first distributor as a result of said first distributor 

establishing a second distributor of said content.(Figure 15, payment is received for usage of 

content ) 
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Stefik does not explicitly disclose "via transmission of an electronic signal" 
Kenner et al ('716) discloses "via transmission of an electronic signal" (Column 12, lines 14-32), 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the 

Stefik ('403) method with the Kenner ('7 16) method in order to transmit digital content 
via electronic mediums such as the Internet in order to maximize exposure. 

Claims 29 and 65-58 are in parallel with claim 1 and are rejected for at least the same 

reasons. 

Claims 6-9 are in parallel with claim 1 and are rejected for at least the same reason, 
Examiner notes that these claims merely duplicate a previously claimed process without any 
novel feature of patentability. 

As per claim 2, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said establishing a first distributor of content capable of distributing said content 
via transmission of an electronic signal includes at least one of the following: providing data to 
said first distributor indicative of said benefit (Figure 15). 

As per claim 3, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 
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further comprising: providing said content to said first distributor (Figure 19). 
As per claim 4, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said providing said content to said first distributor includes providing data to said 
first distributor indicative of a location where said content is located (Figure 2). 

As per claim 5, 

Stefik ( 6 403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said providing a first benefit to said first distributor includes at least one of the 
following: providing an indication to said first distributor of said first benefit; applying the first 
benefit during a transaction involving said first distributor; providing an instruction to a party to 
provide said first benefit to said first distributor; and providing instructions to said first 
distributor regarding how said first distributor can receive said first benefit (Figure 15, usage 
rules describe a fee {i.e. benefit} is received for usage of content, rules provide payment and 
usage details). 

As per claim 1 0, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said second distributor is capable of distributing said content via transmission of 
an electronic signal (Figure 2). 
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As per claim 1 1 , 

Stefik ( 4 403) discloses the method of claim 1 , 
wherein said content is in electronic format (Abstract). 

As per claim 12, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1 , 

wherein said content includes at least one of the following: educational information; an 
advertisement; a survey; a question; an animation; a sound file; a music file; a real-time feed of 
information; streaming video; streaming audio; a movie file; software; a video clip; a multimedia 
file; an image; text material; and rich media (column 1, lines 29-45). 

As per claim 13, 

Stefik ( c 403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said first benefit is based, at least in part, on at least one of the following: an 
amount per distribution of said content by said first distributor to another distributor; (Figure 1 5). 

As per claim 14, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said first benefit is based, at least in part, on at least one of the following: an 
amount of content distributed by said first distributor; (Figure 15). 



As per claim 15, 
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Stefik ( 4 403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: allowing said first distributor to provide said content to said second 
distributor(Figure 2). 

As per claim 16, 

Stefik ( 6 403) discloses the method of claim 1, 
further comprising: receiving said content(Figure 19). 

As per claim 17, 

Stefik ( ; 403) discloses the method of claim 1 , 

wherein said first distributor is part of a network of at least one distributor for said 
content (Figure 2). 

As per claim 18, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

wherein said first benefit includes at least one of the following: a monetary amount 
(Figure 15). 

As per claim 1 9, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: providing to said first distributor an indication of a desired attribute 
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for a new distributor of said content(Column 13, lines 40-47 [attribute is integrity]). 
As per claim 20, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: determining at least one desired attribute for a new distributor of said 
content (Column 13, lines 40-47 [attribute is integrity]). 

As per claim 21, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: determining at least one attribute of said content(Figure 15). 
As per claim 22, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: notifying said first distributor of an availability of said first benefit 
prior to said establishing a first distributor of content (Figure 1 5). 

As per claim 23, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: notifying said first distributor of an availability of said first benefit 
prior to said providing a benefit to said first distributor as a result of said first distributor 
establishing a second distributor of said content (Figure 15). 
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As per claim 24, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: providing said content to said second distributor (Figure 1). 
As per claim 25, 

Stefik ( c 403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: receiving a notification from said first distributor that said first 
distributor has established said second distributor. 

As per claim 26, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising: monitoring performance of said first distributor (column 13, lines 
20-50). 

Claim 27 is in parallel with claim 26 and is rejected for at least the same reasons. 
As per claim 28, 

Stefik ('403) discloses the method of claim 1, 

further comprising at least one of the following: receiving a payment for said content 
from a recipient of said content; receiving a payment for said content from said first 
distributor; and receiving a payment for said content from said second distributor 
(column 23, lines 5 1 -65). 
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Claims 30- 47 are in parallel with claims 1-28, and are rejected for at least the 
same reasons. 

Conclusion 

Examiners note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-6713. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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